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FOREIGN MATTERS: CONTAGIOUS TEXTS OF THE

19'h CENTURY

5005 (32978) / 3 credit hours
Spring 2017 I Th 15:30 - 18:00 I Coleman 3159
English

Professor:

C.C. Wharram

Email:

ccwharram@eiu.edu

3010 Coleman, 1343 Doudna Fine Arts
Office Hours: M 13:00-15:00; TTh 9:30-11:00 in 3010 Coleman
3155 Coleman
Mailbox:
Office:

As I write this course description, allow me to document what "contagion" under a google
"news" search reveals:
•

A commentary documenting fears that an Irish bus strike may lead to further work
stoppages within the entire transport sector.

•

A story about an "uptick" in Mideast violence with "one attack leading

•

Numerous articles about loss of econo1nic confidence ii1 and "co11tagion risks" both

to

another."

from Germany's largest bank and various Chinese lenders.
•

A review of a zombie-themed haunted house in Texas.

•

A story about an Australian town "gripped by suicide contagion" of its teenager
population.

•

An article questioning whether the spread of the Zika virus might be connected to
global warming.

What do contract negotiations, terrorist attacks, economic data, Zombie theme parks,
teenage suicide, and mosquito-born viruses have to do with one another? This course will
address this question by offering literary, cultural, critical, and historical reasons why we
believe that more than just words are exchanged when we have contact with each other
locally, and across the globe.
Recent critical work in numerous fields of inquiry has identified the concept of "contagion"
as a means to bring together culmral and scientific phenomena that seem highly
disconnected. By looking at episodes of "contagion" entering into literamre and culture in
the nineteenth century, we will launch into a transdisciplinary conversation between critical
theory and public health, between philosophical reason and global networking, between the
biological and the political. In the new and international ecology of the nineteenth cenmry,
how were fears and hopes of intimate contact between all parts of the globe negotiated and
managed? How, for example, might we see Jane Austen not as the writer of "the novel of
manners," but the first and best recorder of the burgeoning world of biopolitical globalism?
We will also look back to some of the founding documents of the eighteenth century
(HU1ne, Smith) and observe how their legacies continue to plague our popular and critical
imaginaries in what Patricia Wald calls the "outbreak narrative," in the twentieth and twenty
first cenmries.
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While English uses of "contagion" have tended to stress its connection to disease, poison,
and infection from Early Renaissance plagues through to the Global Financial Crisis of 2008,
the I atin root of "contagion"-con- "together"
..

+

tang!re "to touch"-does not def11Utively

connote a negative experience. In this course, we will tend to foreground an alternative
narrative of "contagion" that accentuates the benefits of con..vergence.
The first part of the course will lay the groundwork for our readings of nineteenth-century
(and other) texts later in the semester. Beginning with short readings taken from the works
of John Locke, David Hume, and Adam Smith, we will examine a growing fascination that
manifested itself as both an interested preoccupation with and a burgeoning fear of external
"contagion." We will look at short extracts from two seemingly disconnected reahns:
horticulture and immunology. These disciplines meet in the practice of "inoculation," which,
in the eighteenth century, referred primarily to the practice of producing hybrid plants
(usually trees), and only later as a precursor to what we now generally refer to as
"vaccination." The Plate, above, illustrates the preparatory stages ("The Mark made in the
Bark for the Bud" and "A Bud prepared for putting into the Incision made in the Stock") for
various types of horticultural grafting, including "Budding or Inoculating" (second from the
right).
It was in the "discovery" of inoculation as a medical practice that "coutagion" could be
rethought as a beneficial experience, and not solely as a "corrupting contact"

(OED).
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Texts
Austen, Jane and Seth Grahame-Smith, Pride and Pre;irdice and Zombies.
Defoe, Daniel. A Journal of the Plague Year.
Freud, Sigmund. Civilisation and its Disivntents.
Goethe, J.W. von. The Sorron;s ojYoung Werther.
Marquez, Gabriel Garcia. Love in the Time a/Cholera.
Kleist, Heinrich von. The Marquise von 0 & Other Stories.
Stoker, Bram. Dracula.
Boccaccio, The Decameron.
Other texts will be made available by handout or electronically,
through D2L.

From the EIU Course Catalog:
ENG

SOOS·

Studies in Nineteenth-Century British Literature.

(3-0-3)

A study of some thematic preoccupation, literary movement, major
figure(s), or genre connected with the period. The topic will vary from semester to semester.
Prerequisites & Notes: May be repeated once with permission of the Department
Chairperson. Credits:
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Requirements

1S%
20%
10%
5%
50%

Participation
Mindfulness Writings
Presentation of Critical Source
Proposal Abstract
Final Writing Project

Mindfulness Writings
Each week, I would like you to set aside

30 minutes for an

exercise in "mindfulness." I What

would like you to do, simply put: take a few minutes (perhaps ten?) to think about something
to do with the class-e.g., the reading(s), our previous week's class discussion, an event that
has occurred recently for which you see thematic connections to our class-and then write
about it for

1S-20 minutes. There is

no word limit (or minimum) to this exercise. If you find

yourself writing for longer, that's perfectly fine. You should not feel constrained by this task
in any way, except in that you take the time to do it, and do it thoughtfully. (If you could
take a few minutes after your writing to fix obvious errors, I'd appreciate it.)

Participation
Your Course Participation grade will be determined by how well you prepare for class each
week. I expect you to read the assigned texts, coming to class with comments and
(especially) questions about the readings. Occasionally, I may ask you to complete a small
assignment on D2L (a quiz, a short writing task) to be completed for the next class period.
These tasks may be assigned on an individual basis or to the class as a whole. Please do
contact me if you are having difficulties with any of the assignments or for any other reason.

Proposal Abstract
At around the midpoint of the semester, I would like for you to submit a topic proposal in
the form of an abstract of

350 words

(maximum). In it, you will attempt to mimic the form

taken in submitting abstracts for academic CFPs (Calls for Papers).

4
Final Writing Project
As the semester progresses, I will meet with you
individually, and we will tall< as a group, so that
together we may develop topics for your final
writing projects. This project will apply our
readings and class discussion to a text of your
choosing, not necessarily one from the British
nineteenth century. While this assignment
constitutes

50%

of your grade, we can (on an

individual basis) negotiate components to make up this

50%.

For example, if you would like

to make a public presentation of your paper, we can make that presentation worth half the
grade of the Project. If you would find it beneficial to write an annotated bibliography of
some or all of the critical sources you will use for the Project, we might agree to that
assignment being worth a portion of the total grade.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The primary aim of this course is to introduce you-through reading, writing, and
discussion-to the studies of literature, cultures, and theories through the transdisciplinary
(or interdisciplinary) subject of "contagion." In this course, I expect that you will:
•

be introduced to some important writers and movements from the histories of
literatnre, philosophy, science, and medicine;

•

gain an awareness of some of the current trends and latest scholarship in literary,
cultural, and biopolitical thought;

•

communicate effectively in both oral and written transmissions;

•

refl.ect and expand upon your own ideas about "literature" and "culture," "science"
and "medicine" while considering the viewpoints and arguments of others;

•

develop basic strategies used by contemporary academics writing about literature and
culture such as attentive reading practices, research into previous critical and
theoretical analyses, and effective argument;

•

economically incorporate and correctly document sources of ideas and information.

COURSE POLICIES
LATE POLICY
Essays are due at the beginning of class. Late essays 1vill be marked a full grade lower for
every day late. Essays turned in a week past the deadline will be given a "zero." In-class writing
assignments and quizzes must be turned in by the end of class, and cannot be "made np" at a
later date. If yon have reason to believe you will be incapable of completing an assignment on
time, please speak to me as soon as possible.
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EMAILING POLICY
I want to get to know you and your work this semester. Thus I ask that you stop by my
office during office hours (or other scheduled times) so that we can talk. Don't be afraid to
talk to me after class about setting up a time to discuss the r eadings, the assignments, or
anything else you 'd W<e to talk about. However, DO NOT EMAIL ME TO ASK FOR AN
"UPDATE" ON MISSED ASSIGNMENTS, OR TO EXPLAIN AN ABSENCE.

ESSAY FORMAT
Your paper should be paper-clipped. It must include page numbers. Format: 12-point
Garamond font (or similar), double-spaced, with one-inch margins. Always submit your
papers using correct MLA (Modern Language Association) format.

PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade on the assignment, if
not for the course. I will follow the departmental policy on plagiarism:
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation of the
language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's own
original work' (Random House Dictionary of the English Lang11age)-has the right and the
responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including
immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the
course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office."

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please
contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.

UNIVERSITY-WIDE POLICIES
Academic integrity
Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as de-fined in
EIU's Code of Conduct (http:/ /www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php ). Violations
will be re-ported to the Office of Student Standards.

Students with disabilities
If you are a student with a documented disability in need of accommodations to fully
participate in this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS). All
accommodations must be approved through OSDS. Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room
2006, or call 217-581-6583 to make an appointment.

The Student Success Center
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact the
Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/-succcss) for assistance with time management, text
taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic
achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302.

